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All flowers and in-gallery floral installations for Fleurt are by the very talented Sophia Kaplan. 

sophia-kaplan.com 

Sophia is a young florist and passionate gardener. Whether it’s picking wildflowers on the 
mountainside or in an abandoned block, or discovering beautiful seasonal flowers at the 

market, she loves collecting and arranging and thus capturing little snapshots of the weird, 
wonderful and enduringly romantic natural world around her.  

She does floral styling for all kinds of photo shoots and events. She also photographs and 
writes about gardens, flowers and design on The Secret Garden Blog. 

thesecretgardenblog.com 
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ALEXANDRA STANDEN 

!

Instagram: @alexstanden 

 

Alexandra Standen completed her BFA (Honours) at the National Art School in 2011 and since this 

date has maintained a ceramic studio at Sturt Craft Centre in Mittagong, NSW where she both teaches 

classes and works as a technician. She also has a studio in inner Sydney, where she lives.  

Her ceramic practice has always focused on hand built and slip cast techniques, producing highly 

sculptural forms with much consideration given to installation and placement in a gallery. Alex’s work 

is laborious to produce, and her beautiful pieces are delicate and unique. Through her varied 

experiences Alex has learnt to build ceramic kilns and fire her work using a variety of different 

combustion techniques and has also developed a wide range of skills in fine furniture making as well as 

traditional textile skills, such as dyeing and weaving. All of these skills she has incorporated into her 

practice.   

Alex has shown her work in three solo shows, held at Sabbia Gallery, MCLEMOI Gallery in Sydney and 

Shepparton Regional Art Museum in Victoria.  

 Alex has regularly travelled to a remote Aboriginal community in the Northern Territory to work with 

artists in the production of large ceramic vessels using basic hand building and decoration techniques.  

 

 - Stoneware cut vases (25 available)  $120 each 
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ALI WOOD 

 

Website: www.aliwoodart.com 

Instagram: @aliwoodartist 

 

Former clothing designer and Fine Art graduate Ali Wood finds inspiration in the landscape 

surrounding her farm in Braidwood, in the Southern Tablelands.  

Her work recalls views of the Great Dividing Range and foggy mornings in her evocative landscapes. A 

keen gardener, Wood finds the flowers evolving in her garden as the seasons wax and wane inspiration, 

for her bold, colourful works. 

 

AW1. ‘All the time Along ‘  - Oil on linen  (60cm x70cm)       $810 

AW2. ‘Arranging and Changing’  - Oil on linen (76cmx 61cm)      $810 

AW3. ‘Joy of Autumn’ - Oil On linen (60cmx 50cm)     $670  

AW4. ‘Between Copper and Gold’ - Oil on Board (Framed, 37cm x 42cm)        $670  

AW5. ‘All’s Well’ - Oil on canvas (30cm x30cm)      $440   

AW6. ‘Just So Long’ - Oil on canvas (30cmx30cm)      $440 

AW7. ‘It Will Always Be’ - Oil on linen  (50cm x60cm)    $670 

AW8. ‘It’s a Memory’ - Oil on canvas (46cm x46cm)     $640 

AW9. ‘Little by Little’ - Oil on canvas (30cm x 30cm)     $440 

AW10. ‘Waiting for Chance’ - Oil on linen (76 x61)  $810   

AW11.' Simple to Be' - Oil on canvas (30x30 cm)  $ 490 
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AMELI TANCHITSA 

Instagram: @ameli_tanchitsa 

‘The Passing’ 2013   

ARTIST STATEMENT -  

The Passing is an investigation into the impermanent nature of all things. 

This work began as an attempt to compose an image of a flower that would show the various stages of 
transformation from life to death.  My initial intent was to create time-lapse images of a flower blended 
as layers in a single composition. This one image would show various stages of the process of decay. 
Each stage would show as transparent and integral. 
 
I set up the camera and placed the flowers in front of it. I was a meter away from the subject and 
immediately felt disengaged. I soon realized that my initial idea of capturing death was 
static. Voyeuristic. I had an image in mind and I was producing it with the distance of a single 
perspective. 
 
I had two choices. Stay with my mind or free myself from it.  

I spontaneously switched to a macro lens so I could get closer to the process. I was capturing the passing 
process that itself became completely free of the concept of time. I was in it. The barrier of the 
conceptual fell away. I was the process, I was the passing. The intimacy was so beautiful. 

The resulting images are a visual exploration of letting go of both the concept of time and the fixed 
ideas associated with it. Whilst they still resonate with my initial intent of capturing a flowers’ 
transformation from life to death, they’re richer and more multifaceted. They’re timeless - subverting 
our linear concept of time in a way that is beautiful, free, and engaging.  

Flowers live and die so fully. Their passing doesn’t happen in a single direction. The same statement is 
true for all life. Multidirectional death is true life. 

 

AT1. The Passing One  Ltd Ed 1 – 8:  $1450 (framed - 63cm x 88cm),  $900 (unframed – 55 x 75cm)* 

AT2. The Passing Two  Ltd Ed 2 – 8:  $1450 (framed - 63cm x 88cm),  $900 (unframed – 55 x 75cm)* 

A3. The Passing Three.   Ltd Ed 1 – 8:  $1450 (framed - 63cm x 88cm), $900 (unframed – 55 x 75cm)* 

 
*All works are signed & numbered limited edition Archival Giclée Prints on 100% Cotton Art Rag 
Paper. 

 
Read more:  www.theplanthunter.com.au/artdesign/the-beauty-of-passing-form/ 
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HELEN MCCULLAGH 

Website: www.helenmccullaghart.com 

Instagram: @helenmccullagh 

Helen is an Australian artist who holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Southern Cross University. She is 
a professional artist who shares her knowledge and techniques as an art educator, and previously at the 
Gallery of Modern Art. 

Drawing her inspiration from both beautiful floral arrangements in her studio and images found 
through online media, Helen describes her artworks as a “dialogue between social realities with images 
chosen through social media feeds and reproduced in a new context to distort the distinctions of time 
and place.” Her application of paint is initially thick, with more luscious glazes layered upon these solid 
foundations. Helen reinterprets the still life genre in a modern context. Flowers are the subjects of 
choice and the process is an unpacking of Helen's understanding of her own femininity. 

Helen is best known for her bright, contemporary and aesthetically beautiful still life oil paintings. She 
paints daily, inspired by life and the beauty of her environment. Her work is internationally sought after 
and regularly reviewed. She is a significant prize-winner and was most recently selected as a finalist and 
received Highly Commended in the prestigious Muswellbrook Art prize (2015).  

 

HM1. Light Outside Your Window, (80cm x 70cm), oil on canvas box framed in oak  $1800 

HM3. Aloe, (30cm x 30cm), Oil on board, oil on board, box framed  $600 

HM4. Vanitas, (90cm x 90cm), oil on canvas, box framed in oak                              $2000 

HM5. Fleurt, (80cm x 60cm), oil on board, box framed in oak   $1500 

HM6. ‘Flirty’, 30 x 30cm, oil on board, box framed in oak    $650 

HM7. ‘Flirty II’, 30 x 30 cm, oil on board, box framed in oak    $650 

HM8. Spring Madness, (70cm x 70cm), oil on canvas, box framed in oak  $1500 

HM9. Fauve, (70cm x 80cm), oil on canvas, box framed in oak   $1500 

HM10. Eve, (70cm x 70cm), oil on canvas, box framed in oak   $1500 

HM11. Blue vase on red, (60cm x 60cm), oil on board, box framed   $1200 

HM12. Blue vase on white, (60cm x 60cm), oil on board, box framed  $1200 

HM13. Blue vase on red II, (60cm x 60cm), oil on board, box framed  $1200 

HM12. Blue vase on red III, (60cm x 60cm), oil on board, box framed  $1200 
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JILL WHITE 

Websites: jillwhitephotography.com & www.maxdupain.com.au/gallery10.htm 

Jill has been involved in the photography world since entering the Max Dupain Studio as a ‘girl Friday’ 
in 1958.  She married in 1960 and lived in Fiji for ten years bringing up two children.  In 1970 she 
returned to the Dupain Studio, this time more involved in actual photography and photographer 
assistant.  Jill specialised in portrait work and for the next twenty years was able to work on her own 
projects which consisted of landscape, portraits of visiting classical musicians, and most of all she loved 
close-up photography of flowers and anything organic. 

On the death of Max Dupain in 1992, Jill found she had inherited his Exhibition Negative Archive – 
consisting of negatives he had made in his own time and for his own publications and exhibitions etc.  
Jill was instructed in the will to print, exhibit, publish and sell prints from the archive.  She has been 
doing since 1995 and to date has published three books and had over 25 major exhibitions.  It has been 
a life’s work and she feels privileged to have been assigned this task.   

ARTIST STATEMENT – Meanwhile there hasn’t been much time (or energy), to pursue my own work as far as 
exhibitions go; a few group shows, and a couple of solo exhibitions.   Most of the b/w prints in this exhibitions are 
hand printed on archival paper and when my stock of these finish I fear that as my darkroom is no longer part of my 
life, I will resort to having my images digitally printed - but under close scrutiny. 

 

JW1.   Zeny’s rose, 1998  27cm w x 31cm    $950 

JW2.   Flannel flowers, 1995   27cm x 35.5cm               $950 

JW3.   White waratah, 2006   29.5cm x   29cm                $950 

JW4.   Waratah (red), 1993   26cm x 26cm                    $950 

JW5.   Magnolia I, 1984    28cm x   35cm                  $950 

JW6.   Paris Botanic Gardens, 1986  21.5cm x 35cm    $950 

JW7.   Botanica II, 1996    15cm    x 23cm    $850 

JW8.   Botanica V, 1996    15cm    x 23cm    $850 

JW9.   Grasses, Noosa, 1981   12.5cm x 18cm    $650 

JW10, 11, 12 Arum lilies (x 3 frames) 1994 30cm x 30cm                    $750 each    

JW13. Green & cream, France, 2012                    28cm   x   40cm     $1500  

  

Images 1 to 9 inclusive are hand printed, silver gelatine, archival prints.   

Arum Lilies I, II & III, 1994, are colour prints 

Green & cream, France, 2012 is a digital giclee print  
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MATILDA JULIAN 

Website: http://www.matildajulian.com.au 

Instagram: @matildaandbanjo 

Flowers have become more precious to Matilda since living in Geurie (Western NSW) where there's 
very little rain and common brown lawns. 

She had to be resourceful finding flowers for these paintings. Matilda has been painting in Bilpin (using 
her mum's colourful roses and local proteas) and Geurie where she’s got a limited supply of yellow and 
pink roses from the garden next door to her shop.  

Not wanting to throw anything out until the end  - you will see Matilda work with the same flowers (and 
fruit and clutter) as they get older and finally dry. 

 

MJ1. 'Wilted Rose' (20 X 20cm)     $490 

MJ2. 'Lemon And Wattle Cup (25 X 30cm)    $490 

MJ3. 'Rose And Quince' (30 X 25cm)     $490 

MJ4. 'Black Vase And Pink Rose'  (30 X 30cm)   $690 

MJ5. 'Bottle Of Roses In Bloom'  (30 X 30cm)   $490 

MJ6. 'Chamomile Flowers' (30 X 30cm)    $590 

MJ7. 'Mum's Roses' (30 X 30cm)     $490 

MJ8. 'Flower Jug' (30 X 40cm) -    $590 

MJ9. 'Fuji And Old And Fresh Roses' (35 X 45cm)   $590 

MJ10. 'Japanese Vase And Open Roses' (35 X 45cm)   $590 

MJ11. 'Proteas And Old Rose'  (40 X 40cm)   $690 

MJ12. 'First Roses And Blue Cup' –(40 X 50cm)   $690 

MJ13. 'Protea And Old Rose Bottle' (40 X 50)    $690 

MJ14. ‘Very Old Roses and Proteas’ (45 X 55)  $690 

MJ15. 50 X 60 'Table Of Flowers'    $690 

MJ16. 'Cups, Jars And Roses'  (60 X 70cm)   $690 
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NICOLA HIGGINS 

Instagram: @nicola__higgins 

 

Nicola Higgins studied fashion design at RMIT in Melbourne and soon after established her own 
fashion label. She designed all the prints for the fabrics she used, using her own hand drawn and 
painted images. She owned clothing boutiques in Melbourne and Sydney for ten years. During this time 
she also took a year to study visual art at Swinburne Tafe. After a short hiatus to start a family, she has 
decided to turn her lifelong passion for painting into her next career. 

 

ARTIST STATEMENT -  
 
My artwork has traditionally been influenced by portraiture, the female figure and fashion illustration, 
however my recent foray into abstract and floral still life is part of a desire to explore new themes and 
techniques. I am inspired by bright and fresh colour in nature and people, and by shapes, patterns and 
colours in fabrics, ceramics, rugs, patterned tiles, homewares, and flowers.  
 
 

NH1. ‘Farmhouse jug, pecans and rose’ (75 x 50cm)   $800 

NH2. ‘Antique deco vase and gumnut blossom’ (40 x 40cm)  $500 

NH3. ‘Dinosaur pourer and two roses’ (30 x 30cm)   $400 

NH4. ‘Hydrangea in antique teacup’ (30 x 30cm)    $400 

NH5. ‘Cotê Bastide pot with roses’ (30 x 30cm)    $400 

NH6. ‘French flea market tin jug and roses’ (60 x 45cm)    $650 

NH7. ‘Two white vases, hydrangea and wattle’ (60 x 50cm)  $700 
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PIP SPIRO 

Website: pipshining.blogspot.com 

Instagram:  @pipspiro 
Pip Spiro is a Brisbane based artist known for her vivid, crisp and detailed watercolour portrayals of 
botanical subjects and contemporary still life scenes. Pip draws inspiration from the islands and beached 
of her south east Queensland surrounds, and her work is influenced by the natural light, native flora 
and clean, simplistic lifestyle it affords. Since her foray into the art world in 2011 with a sell-out 
exhibition of watercolour & ink botanicals and illustrations, the largely self-taught artist continues to 
expand and refine her practice through a prolific schedule of commission work. Her paintings often 
hero Australian flora, iconography and nostalgia which she brings to life through a contemporary use of 
the watercolour medium; delivered in what is developing to be an understated yet distinct patriotism in 
her theme and style. 

ARTIST STATEMENT - The allure of flowers is as indisputable as it is timeless. From the smallest of 
buds to the biggest, blowsy blooms; flowers have been a thing of beauty across cultures, classes and ages. 
It is therefore little wonder when we as humans undertake to create beauty through art, that blooms 
feature as much as they do – but often sidelines as decoration, the supporting role to a greater idea or 
notion, or just one amongst many inanimate objects in the form of traditional still life painting.  

So, in an ode to these things of wonder (and influenced by the intricacies and charm of our own native 
flora), I have returned the focus to the flowers alone. By using unconventional floral combinations and 
positioning them void of backgrounds and other contextual references, I wanted the organic forms to 
become proud statements unto themselves. The precision and clarity with which they are portrayed is 
not merely a technical approach; but a tribute to the divine design inherent in each and every petal, 
stamen and stem. Such a clear and direct view of these subjects all of a sudden empowers and 
emboldens them as the glorious creations that they are; leaping from the page with triumph, spirit and 
vitality.  

PS1. Triumphant    86cm w x 86cm h  $3000   

PS2. Dawn Light    77cm w x 77cm h  $2400   

PS3. Amity    50cm w x 66cm h  $1500   

PS4. Crowning Glory   59cm w x 59cm h  $1400   

PS5. Sweetness                34cm w x 34cm h  $700   

PS6. Majesty    34cm w x 34cm h  $700   

PS7. Debutante               34cm w x 34cm h  $700   

PS8. Spunk    34cm w x 34cm h  $700   

PS9. Vert    34cm w x 34cm h  $700  

All works are Watercolour on Arches paper, framed in oak timber & glass.
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SAMANTHA DENNISON 

Website: www.samanthadennison.com.au 

Instagram: @samanthadennisonartist 

Samantha paints from her home in Albany, Western Australia, where she makes still life oil paintings of 
treasured objects, seasonal fruit, and flowers collected from her friends, neighbours and daily 
surroundings. 

Originally from Perth, Samantha studied Art Education at Edith Cowan University, graduating as a 
high school Art Teacher in 1990 and teaching in a number of government and private schools over the 
next 16 years. In 2003 she held her first solo exhibition of landscape paintings at Gallows Gallery. 

Since her move to Albany in 2012 with her husband and three young daughters, Samantha has 
concentrated on still life painting, intent on capturing moments of calm amidst the craziness of 
domestic life.  

Samantha won the Painting Prize in the 2015 Great Southern Art Award. In 2014 she won the Popular 
Choice Award, together with Highly Commended in the Career Development section. 

ARTIST STATEMENT - As part on an ongoing body of work exploring the themes of domesticity and 
community, I like to paint flowers that have come from domestic gardens; the flowers that my 
neighbours, friends and family have given me as well as those that I collect from my daily surroundings. 
I have found that the simple act of asking for a flower or a cutting almost always opens up opportunities 
for a good chat. These are the conversations that have helped give me a strong sense of welcome and 
belonging to my new home and community.  

 

SD1. Dahlias, Oil on Canvas (35.5cm x 35.5cm)      $595  

SD2. Roses & Blue Vase, Oil on Canvas (35.5cm x 35.5cm)     $595 

SD3. Dahlias II, Oil on Canvas (41cm x 41cm)      $695  

SD4. Blue Bottles & Flowering Gum, Oil on Canvas (41cm x 41cm)    $695  

SD5. Geraniums, Oil on Canvas (41cm x 41cm)      $695 

SD6. Pelargoniums, Oil on Canvas (51cm x 51cm)     $895 

SD7. Magnolia, Oil on Canvas (61cm x 61cm)      $1100 

SD8. Magnolia Grandiflora, Oil on Canvas (84cm x 84cm)    $1750 

 

 

! 
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ABOUT THE CURATOR 

 

Amber Creswell Bell is a Sydney based writer – contributing to publications such 
as The Design Files, The Planthunter, Alphabet Family Journal, Country Style, 

Green Magazine and others. 

She is a huge lover of art – and from time to time takes it upon herself to curate 
shows filled to the brim with the things she fancies. 

She also is a cheerleader for plants and flowers in all their forms – and has a 
particular fondness for people who make them their muse. 

www.ambercreswell.com 

@amber_creswell_bell 

 

*** 

We hope you enjoyed the show. 

Share your snaps on Instagram #fleurtshow 

 

Fleurt has been supported by  

 

Hand-crafted Soups, Whole foods + Catering from Bondi Beach  

http://lovesoup.biz 


